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Beaumont Primary School

CELLPHONE POLICY

Cellphones are a vital tool in the communication chain.  Most learners are particularly dependent on them for communication and games.  They are an accessory that most learners possess.

 

Beaumont Primary School recognises the need for learners attending this school to be in the possession of a cellphone.  However, the school is concerned at the potential use of cellphones to damage the self-value of learners.  The easy availability of soft and hardcore pornography for cellphones, access to the internet and the use of the cellphones for MMS make it a dangerous instrument in the hands of children. As many cellphones have camera and video capabilities, abuse can easily happen and inappropriate images can be relayed without due permission.

We also need to be aware of possible problem situations in the classroom:
· Using Mxit during class which affects concentration.

· Learners communicate on Mxit with adults sometimes on unacceptable topics.

· Parents SMS their children (and vice versa) during school hours. 

· Learners become emotionally affected if upsetting SMS’s / MMS’s are received.

· The risk of theft.

· The possibility of cheating during tests.  

In order to deal with the current trend, the following policy has been ratified.

POLICY
Cellphones are banned at Beaumont Primary School unless the following protocol is followed:
 

1.      
Cellphones are switched off on entering the grounds of the school. 

2.      
As soon as learners report to their register classroom in the morning, all cellphones will be locked away in the cellphone cupboard provided.

3.     
 At the end of the academic day, during the Admin. period,  the register class teacher will unlock the cupboard and distribute the cellphones.

4.      
Cellphones may only be switched on after normal school hours.

5.        The school is not liable if cellphones are lost or illegally removed from the premises. 
6. 
Having, using or not handing in for safe-keeping represents a contravention of the Cellphone Policy.

Contravention of Cellphone Policy
 
· Students who contravene the Cellphone Policy will have their cellphone confiscated for 10 school days.
· They will receive a Level 2.2 (Code-of-conduct)

· Confiscated cellphones will be enclosed in a sealed envelope, signed by both teacher and learner, and clearly dated.  This will be lodged with the Deputy Headmaster who will store it in the school safe.

· Fine to be paid on collection:  R50,00

