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BEAUMONT PRIMARY SCHOOL

Dear Parents




                                                                                         20 January 2011

1.
WORD OF WELCOME
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A very warm welcome is extended to you and your children, especially newcomers to the Beaumont family.  We trust that 2011 will be a very good year for you all and that you will contribute actively towards the success of our school and all its activities.  Although we have had a very smooth start to the school year, we are concerned about our headmaster, Mr Reddell, who has been unwell lately.  We trust that he will be back in the office soon.

The following staff members have joined us this year:

Mrs S Odendaal – Music educator in Mrs van Niekerk’s place

Mrs R Frylinck – appointed in the new Culture Co-ordinator post

Miss K Payne – Grade 1E5

Miss J Martin – Grade 3E2

Miss L Newton-Foot – Grade 3E5

We trust that these staff members will enjoy their experiences at Beaumont and that the learners will benefit greatly from their expertise and all-round contributions.

2.
ENROLMENTS
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The learners have settled in very well since Monday 17 January 2011 and all the classes are well-prepared for the new academic year.  The Grade R and 1 learners already feel very comfortable at Beaumont, thanks largely to last November’s Orientation Day where they got acquainted with their new environment.  In Grade R we have enrolled 23 learners, in Grade 1 we have 118 learners, with another 55 from Grade 2 to Grade 7.  Thus, our overall enrolment figure of this year is 1080.  It is very comforting to know that our classes range from 21 – 33 learners, a situation which makes for effective teaching at Beaumont.  Our Afrikaans numbers continue to show steady growth which augurs well for our Afrikaans classes in the years to come.

3.
CO-CURRICULAR PROGRAMME
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Each learner received a copy of the co-curricular programme for the First Term on Monday.  The co-curricular programme will start on Monday 24 January 2011.  Please keep this programme in mind as you plan your programme around your child’s practice times.  We wish to remind you that we would like to see each child participate in at least one summer and one winter sport / cultural activity offered at school.  It is important that all our children follow a balanced programme at school so that they can develop their all-round abilities.  Special Beaumont hats can be bought at our clothing bank and we strongly encourage our learners to wear them during breaks and during sport practices / matches.  Learners will not be allowed to take part in matches if they do not wear the approved caps from the clothing bank.

4.
PARENT TERM PLANNER
A parent term planner was also sent home on Monday.  It contains valuable information regarding meetings, functions and events that will be of interest to you.  Please keep this in mind when planning your own programme.  Unfortunately we haven’t received all the dates of some of the sporting fixtures, but these will be given to you during the course of the term via the bi—weekly circular.  All programmes are also available on our website under the ‘downloads’ section.  The school’s website address is www.beaumont 4u.co.za

5.
SCHOOL FEES / MUSIC FEES

School fees for 2011 are R825 per month per child for 12 months (total R9900-00) by debit order, credit card payments, internet banking or cash.  For early payers, a 7% discount applies if the school fees are paid in full for the year (R9207-00) or 3.5% discount for two six-monthly payments (2 x R4777-00).  To qualify, these payments must reach the school by 28 February 2011 and 31 July 2011 respectively.  School fees are compulsory and we encourage all parents to meet their financial commitments timeously.  One of the best investments that you can make is in your child’s education.
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Parents who wish to apply for partial / full exemption must do so before the end of January.  Please contact the finance office (Margi van de Merwe) for further information or if you require the necessary exemption forms.  All applications for partial exemption will be treated in the strictest confidence.  

Music fees for 2011 are R475-00 for group tuition and R545-00 for individual tuition per term.  Fees for the First Term are payable at the end of January 2011.  Lessons will commence as soon as music fees have been paid.  

All learners who previously received music tuition, and who would like to continue with their tuition at Beaumont, must approach our Music Department directly.  The Grade 2 learners who would like to start with recorder or violin tuition in 2011 must also contact the Music Department immediately.  Please note that there is a waiting list.

6.
AFTERCARE FEES 

Aftercare parents are reminded about the payment structure for Aftercare fees 2011 which applies to Full Care and Part-time Aftercare.
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· 1 payment per term

-
needs to be received in full by 31 January 2011

· 2 payments per term

-
first payment due by 31 January 2011

·  second payment 28 February 2011

· 3 payments per term 

-
only available by monthly debit order

7.
OTHER FINANCE NEWS
There are several private activities that take place at Beaumont, eg. Ballet, Speech and Drama, Art Club, Occupational Therapy, Speech Therapy, Fitness and Fun etc.  We kindly request that payments for these activities BE MADE DIRECTLY TO THE PERSONS CONCERNED (contact numbers on the co-curricular programme) by means of a direct deposit or via your child to the person concerned, as the school cannot take responsibility for these monies.  

8.
 BEAUMONT PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION AGM
The Annual General Meeting of the Beaumont Parents’ Association will be held in the School Hall on Wednesday 26 January 2011 at 19:00.  We encourage you to attend this meeting where we will give you feedback on events that took place in 2010, elect new members to serve on the BPA for 2011, and also give you an idea of what we have planned for 2011.  We value this very important group of parents who serve our school and we look forward to yet another very successful year in terms of the projects that will be undertaken by them, and hopefully well supported by you.  

 9.
LOST PROPERTY
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Please can all items of clothing, shoes, sport bags and sports equipment be marked with your child’s first name, surname and grade.  If the item is not marked with the name it is impossible to return it.  If items are not marked they will be sold at the second hand shop.  All lost property may be collected on a Friday from 12:45 to 13:15.  

10.
BI-WEEKLY CIRCULARS
We wish to remind you that bi-weekly circulars are prepared in an attempt to keep you informed of happenings in and around the school.  These are sent home on Thursday and we urge you to make a special effort to read the circulars, as they contain valuable information for your attention. Please take note of the parent information meetings in your child’s classroom this evening.
11.
  TAG-A-LONG LABELS

In order to return summer clothing, lunch boxes, 
new stationery for 2011 and other items to
their rightful owners it is imperative that 
they are properly marked.  Beaumont is once again 
teaming up with Tag-A-Long to provide specialty
labels for this purpose and to raise

funds for the school at the same time.
Tag-A-Long is also listed under Business Names
 in the Beaumont Business Support Club.  Beaumont will receive a

percentage of the proceeds and undertakes to ensure that marked items are returned to their owners.  Examples of the labels are available at the clothing bank. For further information contact Karen Snyman at karensnyman@telkomsa.net  or 082 925 9988

12.
SANDWICH SPREAD
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Beaumont has been involved with the “Sandwich Spread” campaign for the past few years, making a difference in the lives of Macassar Primary School.  For the benefit of those parents who are new to Beaumont, as well as those who have not yet participated, we share our appeal with you.  By sending an extra sandwich to school on a Friday, you would be helping to feed a hungry child.  The sandwich must be filled with either:  Marmite, Bovril, Fishpaste, Peanut Butter, Jam, Cheese or cold meat.  Please cut the sandwich in half and wrap it in a piece of lunchwrap, foil or gladwrap.

We would also like to stress that we are not only looking after other children, but also a few of Beaumont’s learners, whose parents are experiencing difficult times.  Please be assured that your one sandwich does make a difference in the life of a hungry child.

13.
RECYCLING AT BEAUMONT     


      



Hello to our 2011 parents, and a special warm welcome to those joining Beaumont for the first time! 
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The orange paper igloos and wheelie bins on the school grounds, congested traffic on Monday mornings (we appreciate your patience!), kids heaving bags of tins, bottles, plastic, paper & magazines to school, teacher reminders in homework books to bring recycling, competition results in the newsletters etc, etc are all part of our commitment to recycling as an Eco School and we encourage all families to be a part of our Recycling Drive. Thanks to those who have already got into the habit of contributing over the last couple of years!

We work together with WastePlan (the City of Cape Town’s Subcontractor, responsible for collecting recyclables from our suburb) who collect our glass, tins & plastic each Monday, and Mondi, who collect our paper & magazines every two weeks.

OUR CHALLENGE TO BEAUMONT’S FAMILIES:

In January 2009 we had only 10% of Beaumont’s families recycling through the school and raised R18 000.  By the end of last year we had increased that to 35%, and raised R33 000 through this fundraising venture. I’m sure you’ll agree the potential income for the school is enormous if we can increase our volumes! We would love to see them increase to at least 50% by the end of this year, so we ask that all families who are at present doing their bit for our environment by recycling, but who leave their recyclables on the pavement, to please bring it to school in future.  The income we receive from WastePlan is “money for trash” and whilst doing our bit to care for our environment by saving these huge volumes from going to landfill, we can also generate funds to improve our school!

STEP 1: Put your household recyclables in the clear WastePlan bags.

STEP 2: On Monday morning – bring the bag to the school collection points in Onse Jan Road and at the Tennis Court entrance between 7.30am – 8.00am.  Recycling Team parents will be there to help.

STEP 3: Take another bag (or 2!) to fill for the following week.
As easy as that!  We’ll take it all in one bag!!!  Don’t leave it on your pavement – send it our way!

****** IF (only IF) YOU ARE THE SORTING TYPE WE REQUEST THE FOLLOWING PLEASE: ******

Large amounts of glass are brought separately and placed in the green wheelie bins so we can enter the Consol competitions based on volumes! (Last year AND in 2009 we came 1st  in the Western Cape!)

We receive a better price per kilogram from Mondi for paper, so if you are happy to separate, we request that paper, telephone directories and magazines are placed in the Mondi igloos. This applies to large volumes too.

WHAT CAN I RECYCLE?

* PLASTIC  e.g.  
 
Cleaning product & water bottles, food trays, yoghurt cups, meat trays etc.

   

     
 
Flatten all bottles, rinse items and remove lids

    



 Look under each plastic item.  In a triangle is a number.  We collect numbers 1 – 7 

* TINS/CANS


 Rinsed cool drink cans and food tins 

* GLASS


 Rinsed glass jars and bottles.





* TETRAPAK


 Foil lined juice containers and milk bottles

* MAGAZINES


 Including glossy print paper

* PAPER


Newspaper, office paper, phone directories, flattened thin cardboard e.g. cereal/egg 




boxes

* CARDBOARD BOXES 
Flattened

* POLYSTYRENE CONTAINERS

* BATTERIES

So come on everyone - let’s see how we can increase, not only our volumes and income, but more importantly awareness amongst our children of the importance of recycling!

Queries:  Lisa White on 082 678 5666     
 Innes Visagie on 073 426 1255

  THANK YOU!

14.
BEAUMONT DRUMMIE CLUB
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Beaumont Drummies are now in their third year.  The aim of the squad is to provide an environment where girls from Grade 1 to 7 can experience working as a term in formation and movements to music.  This is a social club, where we only perform at school functions and the odd local community event.  We will be looking to select a team for Nationals Championship for 2012.  Although we approach the teaching of the various skills in a professional manner, we also focus on enjoyment.  Kelly, a SA drummie champ, will be assisting us this year with mace and flag skills.  If your daughter would like to enrol as a drummie for 2011, please collect an enrolment form from Mrs Steyn in the Computer Centre asap.  The fees for 2011 are  R280.00 per term, all inclusive.  Drummies will start on Thursday 27 January 2011, in the school hall, from 16:15 – 17:30.  Any queries please contact Mrs Steyn on 083 567 0409.

15.
LIBRARY NEWS
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Our recent end of the year stocktaking indicated that during 2010 a number of books went ‘missing’ from the library.  We appeal to all parents and learners to have a good look at home to see if any of our books are in your possession.  If so, please send them back to the library as soon as possible.

Due to the fact that the library is being used as a classroom until our new buildings have been completed, learners will only be able to use the library after school.  As it will not be possible to issue and return books during school, please encourage your children to use this time to come to the library.  

16.
GENERAL
Grade Reception go home at 12:30 throughout the year

Grade 1 – 2 will go home at 13:00 whilst Grade 3 – 7 will go home at 14:15

Beaumont Clothing Shop will be opened every Tuesday and Thursday from 13:00 – 14:30
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Lost Property may be collected on Fridays from 12:45 – 13:15.

17.
IMPORTANT DATES
Thursday 20 January        

:    
Grade 4 – 7 parent information evening at 19:00

 Monday 24 January 


:
Gr R go home at 12:30 as from today

: 
Grade 1 go home at 13:00 as from today

:
CO-CURRICULUM PROGRAMME STARTS






:
BPA meeting at 19:15

Tuesday 25 January


:
Class photos

Wednesday 26 January


:
Interhouse Athletics Fields Events from 14:15 – 18:00






:
BPA – Annual General Meeting

Thursday 27 January


:
Interhouse Athletics for Junior and Senior Phase from 07:15 

– 14:15 (if postponed due to weather then Friday 28 January 2011) 

Friday 28 January


:
Senior Choir Camp

Saturday 29 January


:
Adventure Club: Hike at Stellenbosch

:
Senior Choir Camp 

Monday 31 January


:
Grade 1 sport starts

Tuesday 1 February 


:
Grade 2 – 7 Individual photos

Thursday 3 February


:
Grade Rec and Grade 1 on sportsfield

:
Grade 4 – 7 Swimming Gala

Kind regards

L.Kets

Deputy Headmaster






                                                                01/2011
FROM THE OFFICE


We are looking for one or two lively, enthusiastic Christian(s) parent(s) who would be willing to run the Christian Outreach Club in 2011 with 25 Grade 1 – 3 learners.  The persons would need to commit to every Friday during school terms from 13:00 – 14:00.  Assistance and support will be provided.  Please contact Mrs B Austen on 084 234 0103.
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